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The Southwest Regional Gap Project: 

Plant Communities of Nevada

The Southwest 
Regional Gap 
Analysis Project used 
contemporary (1999-
2001) Landsat 7 Enhanced 
Thematic Mapper satellite im-
agery from three seasons, i.e., 
spring (leaf-on), summer (peak 
greenness), and fall (leaf-off). The in-
formation comprised 63 triplicate scenes 
for the state of Nevada and they were com-
posited into biogeographically unique map-
ping units that span political boundaries of the 
adjacent states. Vegetation mapping was conducted 
at the "ecological systems" level of the National Veg-
etation Classification provided by NatureServe. The data 
set used to "train" the imagery contains over 17,500 
ground-truth sites collected across the state, and it includes 73 
natural and seminatural ecological systems. The funding to un-
dertake this project was provided by the national Gap Analysis Pro-
gram of the USGS-Biological Resources Discipline and the Landscape 
Ecology Branch of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Invalu-
able assistance was received from the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management/Nevada State Office and the Eastern Nevada Landscape Coali-
tion. This land cover map and other geospatial data for Nevada can be found 
online at: http://www.epa.gov/nerlesd1/land-sci/gap.htm

Notice: Although this work was reviewed by EPA and approved for publication, it may not necessarily reflect official Agency policy.  Mention of trade names  
or commercial products does not constitute endorsement or recommendation by EPA for use. 
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North American Warm Desert  
Bedrock Cliff and Outcrop 

Rocky Mountain Bigtooth  
Maple Ravine Woodland 

Great Basin Xeric Mixed Sagebrush Shrubland Invasive Annual and Biennial Forbland Rocky Mountain Subalpine-Montane  
Riparian Woodland 

Mediterranean California Alpine  
Bedrock and Scree 

Mediterranean California Dry-Mesic  
Mixed Conifer Forest and Woodland 

Sonora-Mojave Creosotebush-White  
Bursage Desert Scrub 

Inter-Mountain Basins Mixed Salt Desert Scrub 

Invasive Annual Grassland Inter-Mountain Basins  
Montane Sagebrush Steppe 

North American Warm Desert  
Active and Stabilized Dune 

North American Warm Desert  
Riparian Mesquite Bosque 

North American Warm Desert Wash Mediterranean California  
Subalpine-Montane Fen 

Rocky Mountain Gambel  
Oak-Mixed Montane Shrubland 

Sonora-Mojave-Baja Semi-Desert Chaparral Rocky Mountain Subalpine Mesic  
Spruce-Fir Forest and Woodland 

Great Basin Semi-Desert Chaparral 

Inter-Mountain Basins Mountain  
Mahogany Woodland and Shrubland 

Mojave Mid-Elevation Mixed Desert Scrub 

Sierra Nevada Cliff and Canyon 

North American Warm Desert  
Riparian Woodland and Shrubland 

Rocky Mountain Alpine Bedrock and Scree 

Rocky Mountain Subalpine Dry-Mesic  
Spruce-Fir Forest and Woodland 

North American Warm Desert Badland 

Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Grassland 

Inter-Mountain Basins Shale Badland 

Rocky Mountain Subalpine Mesic Meadow 

Inter-Mountain Basins Subalpine  
Limber-Bristlecone Pine Woodland 

Rocky Mountain Alpine-Montane  
Wet Meadow 

North American Warm Desert Playa 

Northern Pacific Mesic Subalpine Woodland 

Sonora-Mojave Mixed Salt Desert Scrub 

Rocky Mountain Dry Tundra 

North American Warm Desert Pavement 

Mediterranean California Ponderosa-Jeffrey  
Pine Forest and Woodland 

North American Arid West Emergent Marsh 

Rocky Mountain Montane Mesic  
Mixed Conifer Forest and Woodland 

Invasive Southwest Riparian  
Woodland and Shrubland 

Rocky Mountain Subalpine-Montane  
Riparian Shrubland 

Inter-Mountain Basins  
Big Sagebrush Shrubland 
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